Book reviews
The Genetics of Gastro-intestinal Disorders by R B McConnell TD MD MRCP pp ix+282 70s London &c.: Oxford University Press 1966 This monograph represents one of a series on different aspects of genetics. Gastrointestinal disorders are interpreted widely so that the liver and pancreas are included; furthermore, there is a chapter devoted to aspects of gastrointestinal physiology. The book starts with an extremely helpful glossary of symbols which is of great practical use for those not versed in their everyday use. The whole work is a monument of industry and represents the culmination of many years of interest in this subject. It presents information that has never been collected together before. All disturbances of gastrointestinal function and diseases of the gastrointestinal tract have been dealt with in a systematic manner. Information is given where disturbances are frankly genetically determined, as in polyposis and tylosis, and where a genetic factor is one of many involved: for example, the data on blood groups and peptic ulcers are admirably summarized, as are conditions causing hyperbilirubinemia. The value of the book is further enhanced by a summary of the information given at the end of each chapter. The book can be unhesitatingly recommended to the gastroenterologist and to any non-specialist who wishes to gain information in this field. The meeting reported in this volume was of specialists, mainly those pre-occupied with viral structure, with shape and function in proteins, and with the fine structure of membrane systems in cells. However, the papers and the discussions following them make excellent reading for the general biologist interested in those areas of molecular biology that lie beyond the nucleic acid specification of protein synthesis. Indeed, the problems here raised are often quite different from those so successfully solved by molecular genetics.
Much of the flexibility of response shown by the whole organism in meeting the demands made upon it has its counterpart in the behaviour of its macromolecular constituents. Their chemical composition may be rigidly prescribed by the genetic code, but their shapes, functions, and inter-relationships may have to change, within limits, in the course of normal life. This symposium shows that the study of biomolecular organization will grow in importance.
Among The respiratory physiologist is usually pictured by the general physician as a man who converses in mathematical symbols and answers clinical questions with unintelligible numbers. Dr Bass's book is written for the non-physiologist and does a great deal to dispel this impression with the stress on clinical management and a notable absence of jargon.
The section on respiratory mechanics is particularly useful, but in the chapter on ventilation the prime importance of the one-second forced expiratory volume and vital capacity is obscured in an account of the less important lung volumes.
The detailed description of experimental techniques could have been omitted since the clinician is more concerned with their interpretation.
This book serves as a useful guide to an expanding branch of general medicine. This volume is directed to the senior student, but is sufficiently informative to be a useful handbook for all junior hospital staff who may from time to time have the care of children. The first edition was published in 1961. The last five years have seen a period of considerable development in this branch of surgery, and this second edition appears at a time when most medicgl schools are looking again at the curriculum. In a recent survey of ptdiatric teaching in the undergraduate schools
